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(Description of the subject of PAUWEL'S Painting .) 

From Gachard’s History of Ghent. 

“ The prosperity of the city of Ghent was destroyed by the 
insurrection that broke out in 1539, occasioned by an attempt to 
force upon Flanders the payment of 400,000 ducats, being the third 
part of a subsidy granted by the Netherlands to Chas. V. This 
claim was resisted by the citizens of Ghent, and Chas. V. punished 
this resistance by depriving the city of all its privileges and immu¬ 
nities, (1540.) A number of the principal citizens were executed, 
among them one Lievin Pyn, who was first magistrate of Ghent 
from May 22d, 1539, to May, 1540, when he was beheaded, after 
being wrongly accused of misdeeds by several of his ambitious 
colleagues. When order was restored, and upon the petition of 
the Pyn family, the Emperor ordered that all evidence given against 
Lievin Pyn be erased from the criminal statutes, and that a decree 
should be publicly read, establishing the good name of one who 
had been a faithful subject.” 

“The reading of this act of high justice was done by a 
priest during a solemn Mass in the Church of St. Nicholas, and in 
the presence of the Pyn family, still plunged in mourning. The 
Emperor also ordered that four of the principal accusers should 
attend the reading of this decree or be subject to a fine of 300 
rouleaus of gold. These four were: Jose Goedhals, Michael 
d’Hoghf., Pierre de le Beke, and L. oe Smet.” 

Ferdinand Pauwels was born at Fleckeren, in the province 
of Antwerp, in the year 1830, he was a pupil of De Keysf.r, and 
the Baron Wappers, received the Grand Prize of Rome, 1852. 
Gold Medal at Brussels, 1857. Created Chevalier of the Order 
of Leopold, 1861. Gold Medal at Berlin, 1^64. Chevalier of 
the Order of the White Falcon ; Professor of Historical Painting 
at the Grand Ducal Academy, at Weimar. Among his prominent 
works, are “The Proscribed Victims of the Duke of Alba,” 
“ The Widow of Van Artevelde,” (in the Museum of Brussels,) 
“Re-establishment of the Memory of Lievin Pyn, 1541,” 
Purchased from the celebrated Strousberg Collection, Berlin, by 
S. P. Avery. 



